The Celebration and
Blessing of a Marriage

At the time appointed, the persons to be married, with their witnesses, assemble in
the church or some other appropriate place.

During their entrance, a hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung, or instrumental
music may be played.



Gathering Hymn

All Are Welcome
Marty Haugen (GIA)

Let us build a house where love can dwell,

And all can safely live,

A place where saints and children tell

How hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

Rock of faith and vault of grace;

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions;

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,

And words are strong and true,

Where all God's children dare to seek

To dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

And as symbol of God's grace;

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where love is found

In water, wine and wheat:

A banquet hall on holy ground,

Where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

Is revealed in time and space:

As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where hands will reach

Beyond the wood and stone

To heal and strengthen serve and teach,

And live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

Bear the image of God's face;

Let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where all are named,

Their songs and visions heard

And loved and treasured, taught and claimed

As words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,

Prayers of faith and songs of grace,

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place



Then the Celebrant, facing the people and the persons to be married, with the woman
to the right and the man to the left, addresses the congregation and says

Vicar Lang

Deatly beloved: We have come together in the presence of
God to witness and bless the joining together of this man and
this woman in Holy Matrimony. The bond and covenant of
marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord
Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and
first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. It signifies to us
the mystery of the union between Christ and his Church, and
Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people.

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is
intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort
given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is
God's will, for the preereatton raising of children and their nurture
in the knowledge and love of the Lord. Therefore marriage is
not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently,
deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it
was instituted by God.

Into this holy union Melissa Anne Cidade and Tobias Abrem Harkleroad now come to be joined.
If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be
married, speak now; or else for ever hold your peace.

Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married

I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God,
that if either of you know any reason why you may not be
united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God's
Word, you do now confess it.



The Declaration of Consent
(Form for consent taken from Catholic cerenony)

Fr. Gary

Celebrant:

My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal
and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church's ministers and this
community. Christ abundantly blesses this love. He has already consecrated you in
baptism and now he enriches you by a special sacrament so that you may assume
the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the
Church, I ask you to state your intentions.

Melissa and Tobias have you come here freely and without reservation to give
yourselves to each other in marriage?

Couple ' We have.
Will you love and honor each other as husband and wife for the rest of your lives?
Couple  We will.

Will you accept children lovingly from God, and bring them up according to the
law of Christ and his Church?

Conple  We will.

The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your
power to uphold these two persons in their marriage?

Peaple We will.

If there is to be a presentation or a giving in marriage, it takes place at this time.
Alfter the Declaration of Consent, if there is to be a giving in marriage, or presentation, the Celebrant asks
Who gtves (presents) this woman to be married to this man?

or the following

W L Lehi ] ed
each-other?

To either question, the appropriate answer is, “I do.” If more than one
person responds, they do so together.



The Ministry of the Word

The Celebrant then says to the people

Vicar Lang

The Lord be with you.
Pegple And also with you.

Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and
female in your image: Look mercifully upon this man and this
woman who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love
they may honor and keep the promises and vows they make;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Then one or more of the following passages from Holy Scripture is read. If there is
to be a Communion, a passage from the Gospel always concludes the Readings.

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read



Reading #1 (Eduardo Cidade II)

A Reading from #he Song of Solomon.
"My beloved speaks and says to me: "Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away; ' for now the winter is past, the rain is over and
gone. '“The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has
come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. "The fig
tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth
fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. "Set me as a
seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as
death, passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a
raging flame. 'Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods
drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would

be utterly scorned.

Alfter each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.

rapie  Thanks be to God.

Song of Solomon 2:10-13; 8:6-7 (Many waters cannot quench love)




Responsorial Psalm (John Downs II)

Psalm 127

Unless the Lord builds the house, *
their labor is in vain who build it.

Unless the Lord watches over the city, *
in vain the watchman keeps the vigil.

It 1s in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; *
vain, too, to eat the bread of toil,
for he gives to his beloved sleep.

Children are a heritage from the Lord, *
and the fruit of the womb is a gift.

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior *
are the children of one’s youth.

I o ho has his auiver fillof theml
-~ he shall not be put to shame
o | le weith hi o in ] .

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever,
AMEN.



Reading #2 (Dominick Mireles)

A Reading from 7he letter of St. Paul to the Colossians.

"> As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. ''Bear
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. " Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. '"And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the
one body. And be thankful. '°Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. '"And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through

him.

After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.

repie ' Thanks be to God.

Colossians 3:12-17 (Love which binds everything together in harmony)



Gospel (Fr. Gary)

When a passage from the Gospel is to be read, all stand, and the Deacon or Minister appointed says

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Sz Matthemw.

repie  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I “Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father
in heaven. **“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts
on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. ~The
rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. “°And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them
will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. *'The rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” “*Now when Jesus had
finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his
teaching, ~ for he taught them as one having authority, and not as

their scribes.

After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.

Pepie  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 7:21,24-29 (Like a wise man who built his house upon the rock)

A homily or other response to the Readings may follow.



The Marriage

Melissa & Toby
The Man, facing the woman and taking ber right hand in his, says

In the Name of God, I, Tobias, take you, Melissa, to be my wife, to
have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse,
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to
cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Then they loose their hands, and the Woman, still facing the man, takes his right hand
in hers, and says

In the Name of God, 1, Me/issa, take you, Tobias, to be my husband,
to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse,
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to
cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

The loose their hands.
The Priest may ask God's blessing on a ring or rings as follows

Vicar Lang

Bless, O Lord, #hese rings to be signs of the vows by which
this man and this woman have bound themselves to each
other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Awen.

The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other's hand and says

N., I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all
that I am, and all that I have, I honor you, in the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (orin the
Name of God).

Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of husband and wife and says

Vicar Lang

Now that Me/issa and Tobias have given themselves to each other by
solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and
receiving of rings, I pronounce that they are husband

and wife, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Spirit.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.

People Amen.

If Communion is to follow, the Lord's Prayer may be omitted here.



The Deacon or other person appointed reads the following prayers, to which the People respond, saying, Amen.

If there is not to be a communion, one or more of the prayers may
be omitted.

Vicar Lang & Fr. Gary -- alternating

Let us pray.

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of
salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with favor upon the
world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life,
and especially upon this man and this woman whom you
make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Awzen.

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their
common life, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a
comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Awen.

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may grow in love
and peace with you and one another all the days of their life.
Amen.

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and
acknowledge their fault, and to seek each other's forgiveness
and yours. Awen.

Make their life together a sign of Christ's love to this sinful
and broken world, that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy
conquer despair. Amen.

Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of
children, and the grace to bring them up to know you, to love you, and to serve you. _Amen.

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they
may reach out in love and concern for others. Awen.

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows
may find their lives strengthened and their loyalties
confirmed. _Amen.

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all
your children are united one to another, and the living to the
dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may
be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your
Son, and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity,
now and for ever. Amen.



The Blessing of the Marriage

The people remain standing. The husband and wife kneel, and the Priest says one
of the following prayers

Vicar Lang

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love
in sending Jesus Christ to come among us, to be born of a
human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the
way of life. We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of
man and woman in his Name. By the power of your Holy
Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this
man and this woman. Defend them from every enemy. Lead
them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal
upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a
crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in
their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in
their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.
Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where your
saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; threughJesus
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Fr. Gary

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage
that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ
and his Church:

UNuptial Blessing (from the Catholic Ceremony)
Celebrant:

Father, by your plan man and woman are united,

and married life has been established

as the one blessing that was not forfeited by original sin
or washed away in the flood.

Look with love upon this woman, your daughter,

now joined to her husband in marriage.

She asks your blessing. Give her the grace of love and peace.
May she always follow the example of the holy women
whose praises are sung in the scriptures.

May her husband put his trust in her and recognize that she is his equal
and the heir with him to the life of grace.
May he always honor her and love her as Christ loves his bride, the Church.

Father, keep them always true to your commandments.
Keep them faithful in marriage and let them be living examples of Christian life.

Give them the strength which comes from the gospel

so that they may be witnesses of Christ to others.

(Bless them with children and help them to be good parents.
May they live to see their children's children.)

Send therefore your blessing upon these your

servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other
in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness,
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;

throughJesus-ChristourLord,~whelives-andreignswith-you
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The husband and wife still kneeling, the Priest adds this blessing

Vicar Lang

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless,
preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his favor

look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and

grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and
in the age to come have life everlasting. Awen.

The Peace

The Celebrant may say to the people

Vicar Lang

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple And also with you.

The newly married conple then greet each other, after which greetings may be
exchanged throughont the congregation.

When Communion is not to follow, the wedding party leaves the church. A hymn,
psalm, or anthem may be sung, or instrumental music may be played.
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At the Eucharist

The liturgy then continues with the Offertory, at which the newly married couple may
present the offerings of bread and wine.

Preface of Marriage

At the Communion, it is appropriate that the newly married couple receive
Communion first, after the ministers.

Eucharistic Prayer D

The People remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and
SIngs or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks;
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light
inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you,
and glorify your Name, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The pegple stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
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own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news
of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To
tulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising
from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in

the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold
i, or lay a hand npon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold
or place a band upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be

consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from
the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
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and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood
of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise
of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

[Remember NN-and) all who minister to your Church.]
[Remember all your people and all who seek your truth.]

[Remember ————

[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and
those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into
the place of eternal joy and light.|

And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed
Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
(with Sz. Francis) and] all the saints who have found favor
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them

and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior As our Savior Christ
Christ has taught us, has taught us,
we are bold to say, we now pray,

Continue with the Lord's Prayer on page 364.
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People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Then may be sung or said

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]

In Lent, Alleluia is omitted, and may be omitted at other times except

during Easter Season.

In place of, or in addition to, the preceding, some other suitable

anthem may be used.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add ~ 'Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,

with thanksgiving.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it

to the peaple.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in

everlasting life. [Awen.]

or with these words

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Awen.]
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During the ministration of Commmunion, hymns, psalms, or anthems may be sung.

Communion Hymn

We Are Many Parts
Marty Haugen (GIA)

We are many parts, we are all one body,
And the gifts we have are given to share.
May the spirit of Love make us One indeed,
One, the Love that we share,

One, our Hope in despair,

One the Cross that we bear.

God of all, we look to you,
We would be your servants true,
Let us be your love to all the world.

So my pain is pain for you,
In your joy is my joy foo.
All'is brought together in the Lord.

All you seekers great and small,
Seek the greatest gift of alll,
If you love, then you will know the Lord.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Vicar Lang
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

In place of the usual postcommunion prayer, the following is said

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious:

We give you thanks for binding us together in these holy

mysteries of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Me/issa and Tobias, now joined in Holy
Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity

and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who

love you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. ~Amen.
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Fr. Gary

May the Lord bless you and keep you;
may the Lord show his face to you
and have compassion on youl!

May he turn his face to you

and give you peace!

May the blessings of almighty God
+ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
descend upon and remain with you forever.

Amen
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Vicar Lang
Peopt—Fhanksbeto-Geod.
or this

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Peaple Thanks be to God.

or this

Peacor—etusgoforthinto-thewotld;
i il e Spiit

Pespt—Fhanksbeto-God.

or this

Deaxcon———etusblesstheord:

Pesph——Fhanksbeto-God:

From the Easter 1igil throngh the Day of Pentecost “Alleluia, allelnia”
may be added to any of the dismissals.

The Peaple respond  'Thanks be to God. Aelaiaalelaia:



Recessional

Now Thank We Al Our God

Words: Martin Rinkart, circa 1636 Music: “Nun Danket,” attributed to Johann Criiger, 1647; harmony by Felix

Mendelssohn, 1840

(Public Domain — in The Hymnal 1982)

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep still in grace, and guide us when perplexed;

And free us from all ills, in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;
The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest heaven;
The one eternal God, Whom earth and heaven adore;

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
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Additional Directions

For the Ministry of the Word it is fitting that the man and woman to be
married remain where they may conveniently hear the reading of
Scripture. They may approach the Altar, either for the exchange of vows,
or for the Blessing of the Marriage.

It is appropriate that all remain standing until the conclusion of the
Collect. Seating may be provided for the wedding party, so that all may
be seated for the Lessons and the homily.

At the Offertory, it is desirable that the bread and wine be presented to
the ministers by the newly married persons. They may then remain before
the Lord's Table and receive Holy Communion before other members of
the congregation.
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